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Thursday 18" December 2025

Dear parents and carers,

Welcome to the Christmas Edition of the newsletter. | am sending this out on behalf of Mrs Saville as she
is currently unwell. | know she is very proud of our school and of all the wonderful children, parents and
staff for their ongoing hard work and support. She is very much looking forward to being back with us
when she is feeling better and ready. We have had another fantastic term together and | cannot believe
what the children have achieved already this year. May | take this opportunity to say thank you to you all
for your ongoing support.

Shining Brightly
We have had a super term! We have had a whole school pantomime, EYFS e

o ) . . . . Skine Buight,
and KS1 nativities, choir performances, a residential to Viney Hill, more Rick Fu The Stnp
sporting success and AK’s Got Talent to name just a few of the exciting things AR
that have been happening in school. All of the children have been working
incredibly hard and our school has continued to shine brightly.

Nativity performances

We have been treated to fantastic Nativity performances from both Class R (EYFS) and Classes 1 and 2
(KS1). All of the children performed really confidently on stage and their singing was particularly
impressive. Thank you for all of your support with costumes and line learning and a big thank you to the
staff involved for all of their hard work too.

Panto — Beauty and the Beast

Last week, we were lucky enough to have the theatre company ‘West End in

Schools’ in school who performed the pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast’. It West }:Hd
was great fun, highly entertaining and the children had a brilliant time
watching and participating in the performance! Thank you for contributing
towards the cost of this.
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Pocket Money Stalls

Once again, Christmas pocket money stalls were a real success with the children buying affordable gifts
for their families. A big thank you to all of the parents, carers and FOAKS team who were involved; the
event involves lots of work that goes on behind the scenes (from sourcing gifts and wrapping them to
giving up time during the school day) and we do really appreciate it. Thank you!

Breakfast Club Party!
We had a record number of children attend our Breakfast Club Christmas Party with Santa! The children
enjoyed the Christmas music, craft activities, a tasty breakfast and a gift from Father Christmas himself!

Church Service

This week, the whole school went to Holy Cross Church for a special Christmas service led by Reverend
Shirley, our Open the Book team and Worship Council. Worship Council did a brilliant job with acting out
the Christmas story and sharing readings out loud. The whole school sang Love Shone Down and The Gift
and we also were treated to a special singing solo by Sofia T in Class 6 who sang a verse from Once in
Royal David'’s City.
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Choir update from Mrs Crowley

What an exciting term the choir have had! Not only are we busily
preparing for our trip to Birmingham in January for our Young Voices
concert, we have been in demand spreading our festive cheer amongst
local community. We performed at the Christingle service during the start
of December, a really special service in which the choir performed
beautifully. We also went carol singing at Tesco’s, raising an amazing total
of £130 in just half an hour. Finally, we sang brilliantly at a Christmas
event in the King’s Water housing estate. Thanks to all parents for
transporting children to all of these events and supporting us, roll on
Young Voices 2026!

Fireworks

As you know, our annual fireworks event is our biggest fundraiser of the year. The FOAKS team, once
again, organised an incredible event for our school and we are incredibly thankful for all of their hard
work that goes into this. This year, the event raised a staggering £13,000! This is much needed funds and
the school hopes to buy additional iPads and trolleys to further support children in school with their
learning.

Attendance success
A huge well done and thank you to the 84 children who have
100% attendance for this current academic year to date. The
Department for Education tracks attendance carefully and we
aim to have an attendance figure at AK in excess of 97%. Our
attendance figure to date is 97.5% which puts us in the top
20% of schools nationally — our current attendance is 2.7%
above the national average. Thank you to all of you who are
working with us to prioritise your child’s learning and achieve i

. ’ Joaha highest attendance a chilc
the best outcomes for your child. Well done Team AK and let’s can achieve s 94.7%
keep it up in 2026! '
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Class updates

Class R
Class R’s second term in school has been full of fun packed learning. We
have enjoyed Class R’s first stay and share story session where we were
accompanied to school by our teddies. Not only did we listen to stories
read by Mrs Crowley, we also had the chance to share books with our
parents.

Our learning this term has been all about
autumn and festivals of night and light and
we have fully immersed ourselves in both.
We've learnt about the moon, stars and
planets and how to be an astronaut.
We loved finding all about Diwali the
festival of light and even made our

own Diva lights. Of course, we have
continued to learn lots of new
phonemes and we are well on the

way to becoming super readers and
writers

Our term has finished with a festive
focus where we have learnt all about the nativity story. Our nativity
show was a triumph, full of super singing, dancing and sparkle. Well done Class R!



Class 1

Since the very first day in Class 1, the children have wowed me with their
enthusiasm and love for learning new things. Embracing new areas of learning,
aiming high and supporting each other have become second nature to all of us.
Class 1 love an opportunity to work as a team and enjoy collaborating to create
story maps, artwork, carry out investigations, explore new concepts and
generate ideas.

This term’s Computing lessons have been based on developing mouse skills and
creating digital paintings using Paintz.app. First, Class 1 practised using all the
drawing tools, as well as learning how to create text. The final creations, which were
a showcase of everything learnt, were beautiful interpretations
of faces.

Art and DT days are a firm favourite in Class 1 and they very much enjoyed making
moving pictures based on the story of Beegu, one of our core texts in English. They
practised creating pop up and side to side mechanisms by making a rabbit pop out of
a hat and cars move along a road. Class 1's own designs used an illustration from
Beegu which we then added to using a moving part of our choice.

Finishing off the term with Christmas celebrations is always exciting. This year we have had our two
fantastic Nativity performances, a visiting pantomime and Christmas jumper day all on the same day which
was a real treat!

Class 2
What a fantastically busy term it has been in Class 2. The progress we have already seen in the children
since September has been astounding and they all make us so proud with their ever-increasing maturity
and attitude to learning.
== Our English for the beginning of year 2 focused around a book called Wild by

Emily Hughes. The children considered character’s emotions, wrote

~ descriptively about settings and people, made plot predictions and finally,
~ retold the story of the little girl who was raised in the wild. We were then
inspired by the story The Secret Sky Garden and the The Dark by Lemony
Snickett. Setting descriptions, imaginative adverts, letters of application, advice
and persuasion, descriptive poetry and character comparisons were written.
The children have also enjoyed flicking back through their own book to see how
their hard work on their handwriting is paying off already.

In Geography, we have been explored the United Kingdom. The children have
located and identified the capital cities of each of the four nations and begun to
explore how the cultures, scenery and lifestyles can be different in some ways as
well as spotting similarities. And in history, the children have investigated the history
of flight, trying to work out just how the Wright Brothers succeeded when others
were not having so much success.

The children had a fantastic time just before the half term break designing and
building some fantastic ferris wheels. Their creativity and independence in creating
and building blew us away and they showed fantastic team work in helping one
another when people got stuck.

We began science this year by learning about animals, including humans, looking at
how different animals grow and change over time, what they need to stay healthy,
and the importance of exercise, hygiene and a balanced diet. We also explored how animals are grouped,
the stages of human life, and how we can make choices that help keep our bodies strong and well.
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We then moved on to investigating the properties of a range of materials, first
learning the difference between and object and the material it is made from before
investigating whether they are rigid, flexible, strong, transparent or opaque.

Class 2 welcomed a new visitor to our school this term when James from the Ecology
team at the Lower Mill Estate joined us. He shared some of his fascinating finds that
he has come across while conducting surveys, checking on animals and working on
sustainability at the site. The children loved looking at the skulls, snake skins, beaver
fur and birds’ nests. We then escaped to the outdoors, braving the cold, on a nature
scavenger hunt and found nearly all of the items on the check list (a pine cone in a
tree without pine trees proved rather a challenge).

And finally, how can we not mention the Nativity! What a fantastic job the children did in learning so many
lines and songs. We were beaming with pride with their performances and for everyone giving it a go and
taking on at least 1 line each!

Class 3

Class 3 have had a brilliant Autumn Term and the children have settled well into KS2. At
the very end of term 1 we were busy practicing our sewing in DT. Linking to our History
topic, we made Ancient Egyptian collars. We were so impressed with the children's
perseverance and the collars were fantastic. Thank you to all of the parents and carers
who came in to support the children with this.

In Science, we have been looking at nutrition and diet, which involves understanding
the 5 main food groups and different diets. We have more recently, been looking at
food waste and the impacts of this, as well as ways we can try to reduce this.

We have loved our Forest School lessons. The children have made artwork with natural
materials - Mr Jackson was very impressed with the children's creativity. We have also
carried out rock experiments which link to our recent Science learning. The children studied
different rocks looking at their properties, such as how hard they are, how they are formed
and whether they float or sink. In Geography, we have been learning about earthquakes and
volcanoes. The children have been so keen to learn more each week. We have studied the
Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami of 2004 and Mount Vesuvius during our learning this
half term.

Class 3 have also had Art Days with Mrs Dyminski. The activities were based g .
around the book 'The Dot' and looking into the Artist, Yayoi Kusama, who

sees the world in dots. It was clear the children thoroughly enjoyed both @ w &
days. During Black History Month, we looked at Rosa Parks; her life and O :
how she is remembered along with other key people. We researched the . ',
Montgomery Bus Boycott as a result of her actions. S

Class 4

Year 4 have had such a fantastic term, including their class assembly, Forest School sessions and, of course,
a fantastic trip to Viney Hill. The children absolutely wowed us in their class assembly: their talent, their
dedication to learning lines and ultimately, their friendship, which was evident onstage. They are such a
wonderful class and put their all into everything that they do! The rapping was particularly enjoyed by the
crowd!



We had a brilliant time at Viney Hill. The children had lots of fun participating in
archery, an assault course, climbing wall and crate stacking. They worked
together as a team to help each other to success. The night walk was a real
highlight. We explored the Forest of Dean in total darkness. It was truly beautiful
and we were lucky enough to experience a supermoon which helped illuminate
the forest. The children are already excited about their next visit in Year 5!

Class 5

Year 5 have had a brilliant half term! Taking advantage of the beautiful
leaves this autumn, we made pieces of nature art as part of our Forest
School lesson. We were especially taken with using the leaves to create
colour shades in our art work. We worked hard in groups to create
designs which reflected swirls and parts of the natural world. It was a bit
tricky with the wind! However, we persevered! We have also taken part
in a school interfaith day as part of Interfaith week. We listened online to
various speakers representing a range of religious faiths and non-religious worldviews. We looked at what
their answer would be to the question ‘How should we treat others?’. We took notes and then used these
to create little books comparing different viewpoints.

Also, Class 5 had a fantastic time rehearsing and performing their class assembly. They loved sharing their
facts and knowledge about the solar system and World War 2 as well as performing 'The ghost parade'
song.

Class 6

What a brilliant — but busy! — term it has been for Class 6. The children have once again been working
incredibly hard this half-term in all areas of their learning and | am really proud of them. In Maths, the
children have been working hard on fractions which is a tricky aspect of the Y6 curriculum. The children
have had great success and tackled some tough problem-solving challenges too! In English, we have been
reading the novel Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick: a story set in a dystopian world, where global warming
has caused the sea to rise until cities turn into islands and civilization is crumble. Ten year-old Zoe gets
separated from her parents and she lands on tiny Eels Island, where she must survive in a nightmarish
world run by wild children and their leader Dooby. All of the children wrote the next chapter of the novel
and worked exceptionally hard on publishing these. Take a look at a couple of examples below:




The children have been enjoying weekly fencing sessions with Neil
Bromley from Cricklade Fencing Club. The children have been getting used
to different commands and wearing the safety equipment. Funded as

part of our affordability project, the sessions have been a brilliant
opportunity for our Y6 children to experience a new sport. All of the
children successfully achieved their level 1 fencing!

In DT, the children have been making pop-up books based on The
Gruffalo. The children looked carefully at different pop-up mechanisms
before designing and making them for their books. We enjoyed sharing
them with our Year R buddies and showing them how all of the different
mechanisms work.

Key dates for next term:

Monday 5% January TD Day — school closed

Tuesday 6% January Return to school at 8.45am

Monday 12t January Wiltshire Cricket taster sessions (PE kit for all)
Wednesday 14" January Young Voices — Choir

Tuesday 10" February Class 3 assembly to parents (9am start)
Thursday 12t February Heroes and Heroines (9am start)

Monday 16" — Friday 20 February Half term

Monday 2" — Friday 6™ March Stay and Share sessions (dates/times below)
Wednesday 4™ March Abi Evans dance workshops (PE kit for all)
Monday 9" — Thursday 12™ March Parents’ evening

Wednesday 11" March Class photos

Wednesday 18" March Class 2 assembly to parents (9am start)
Friday 20" March Comic Relief Red Nose Day (non-uniform)
Tuesday 24" March Class 1 assembly to parents (9am start)
Thursday 26" March Heroes and Heroines (9am start)

Stay and Share dates (week before parents’ evening):

Class R Monday 2" March at 9am

Class 1 Monday 2™ March at 9am

Class 2 Wednesday 4" March at 9am
Class 3 Tuesday 3" March at 9am

Class 4 Thursday 5™ March at 2:45pm
Class 5 Wednesday 4" March at 2:45pm
Class 6 Friday 6™ March at 9am

Finally, | would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year, and thank you for being so
supportive of our school. | look forward to welcoming you and your children back to school on Tuesday 6™
January at 8.45am for the start of another fabulous year together.

Best wishes,

Mr Hockaday
Deputy Headteacher
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And finally...communication from Cirencester Kingshill School:

Make a Difference — Join Our Board of Trustees

Cirencester Kingshill School is seeking an enthusiastic and committed individual to join our Board of
Trustees on a voluntary basis. This is your chance to help shape the future of our students and ensure
they receive the very best in education and well-being. As a Trustee, you will play a key role in guiding
our vision and supporting our school community. This is a voluntary position, but the rewards are
immeasurable — the opportunity to give back, influence positive change, and make a lasting impact on

young lives. If you are passionate about education and want to make a real difference, we would love to
hear from you.



